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GRADE 12 VISUAL ART 

JUNE EXAMINATION 
 

June Exam Time: 3 Hours 
Examiner: O Bevan Marks: 100                                                                                                                                         
 
 

In this examination you will be expected to demonstrate the following: 

• The use of correct art terminology. 

• The use of visual analysis and critical thinking. 

• Writing and research skills within a historical and cultural context. 

• The ability to place examples of art works into a social and historical  

   context. 

• An understanding of distinctive artistic styles. 

 
 
Answer ALL the questions on this question paper for a total of 100 marks. 
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QUESTION 1: VOICE OF EMERGING SOUTH AFRICAN ARTISTS 

 

1.1. Study the visual sources in FIGURES 1a and 1b, and write an essay in which you refer to the 

differences and/or similarities between the works. Use the following guidelines to illustrate how a 

sense of place was captured in these works:   

(10) 

• Stylistic influences  

• Content/Subject matter  

• Messages and meanings 

• Choice of colour and its impact on the viewer 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

2. Discuss the work of any TWO artists you have studied which reflect and depict everyday living, 

working and social conditions in South Africa. Include the following in your answer:  

(10) 

• Names of artists and titles of works  

• Formal art elements  

• Subject matter  

• Style  

• Inspiration and influences  

• Messages/Meaning 

 
[20 MARKS] 

FIGURE 1b: Gerard Sekoto, 

Sophiatown 

 

FIGURE 1a:  Gladys 

Mgudandlu  
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QUESTION 2: SOUTH AFRICAN ARTISTS INFLUENCED BY AFRICAN AND/OR INDIGENOUS 
ART FORMS 

 

2.1. Study the visual source provided in Figure 2a and consider the influences of African art on this 

artist’s work. Write an essay (minimum ONE page) in which you discuss the African influences on 

the work of Irma Stern, in terms of the following:  

• Style and themes  

• Form and distortion  

• Colour  

• Composition and space 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 2a Irma Stern, 

Pondo Woman, Oil on 

canvas, 192   

    (8) 

 

2.2. Write an essay in which you make specific reference to the TWO artworks of any artist’s work 

you have studied that portray their African heritage. Your essay should include the following:  

• Names of artists and titles of artworks  

• Subject matter and content  

• Stylistic approach  

• Influences on their work  

• Messages/Meaning                             (12) 
[20 MARKS] 
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QUESTION 3: SOCIO-POLITICAL ART, INCLUDING RESISTANCE ART OF THE 1970s AND 
1980s 

 

Read the following text and then answer the questions that follow.    

“It is as though our rulers stalk every page and haunt every picture: everything is 
oppressed by the oppressors and the trauma they have imposed.” - Albie Sachs 

 
3.1. Study the visual sources provided in Figures 3a and 3b and write an essay of at least ONE 

page in which you discuss any TWO of the works in relation to the above quote. Refer to the role 

that the imagery of resistance art played in South African society. Substantiate your answer by 

referring to the following:  

 

• The initial impact of each work, its imagery and the message you feel the artist is trying to 

convey through this imagery 

• The variety of ways in which the artists have communicated their message, including the 

use of the formal elements of art  

• How satire, caricature and/or distortion have been used in each of the works  

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3a Robert Hodgins     Figure 3b Norman Catherine Dog of war 
Ubu - The official portrait      

           (10) 
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3.2. Write an essay (at least 1 page) on ONE work each by any TWO artists you have studied who 

you feel have made strong socio-political comments in their work. (You may NOT use the visual 

sources provided in Question 3.1.). Your answer should include the following:  

● Names of the artists  

● Titles of the artworks  

● Influences  

● Formal elements  

● Meaning/Messages conveyed through their artworks       

(10) 

[20 MARKS] 
QUESTION 4: POST-DEMOCRATIC IDENTITY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 

4.1 Choose either Figure 4a or 4b and write a paragraph discussing how this South African artist 

has used a particular medium and form to express their message. Refer to both medium/technique 

as well as the use of form.            (6) 

Figure 4a Berni Searle, About to forget,  video projection, silhouettes are based on family 

photographs, as she used red-crepe paper silhouettes from these and let the paper ‘bleed’ into hot 

water. 

 

4.2. In the form of an essay, discuss TWO works of any TWO relevant South African post-

democratic artists that explore their identity. You must use the following guidelines:  

• Names of the artists and titles of the artworks  

• Subject matter/Themes  

• Media/Techniques and materials used  

• Formal art elements  

• Possible meaning and interpretation  

(14) 
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[20 MARKS] 
 
QUESTION 5: GENDER ISSUES  
5.1. Study Figure 5a below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5a Nandipha Mntambo Silent embrace 
Cowhide sculpture.  

  

 

Write an essay (at least ONE page) in which you discuss the gender issues that are conveyed 

through this artwork. Consider at least THREE of the following points in your discussion:  

 

• Technique and style  

• The message/gender issue being conveyed  

• The use of imagery to convey a strong message  

• Women and media culture  

(6) 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Write an essay (at least 1½ pages) discussing the works of any TWO South African artists you 

have studied who explore the concept of gender in their work. Your response should discuss AND 

explain how each artist deals with gender issues in their work.  

(14) 
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[20 MARKS] 
 

TOTAL: 100 MARKS 
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